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The  publication  of  this  pamphlet  is  explained  by  the  following 
•correspondence : 

Lancaster,  December  12,  1863. 

Rev.  E.  Y.  Gerhart — Dear  Sir : At  the  late  sessions  of  the  Lancaster 
County  Teachers’  Institute,  a resolution  was  passed  providing  for 'the  ap- 
pointment of  a committee  to  request  for  publication  a copy  of  your  Lecture 
upon  the  “Education  of  Woman,”  delivered  before  that  body  on  the  evening 
of  the  2nd  inst.,  the  Institute  believing  that  its  publication  will  serve  to 
disseminate  more  correct  views  upon  the  subject  treated  than  are  generally 
entertained,  and  that  it  will  also  tend  to  promote  the  cause  of  sound  popular 
education. 

We,  the  undersigned  Committee,  therefore,  respectfully  request  at  your 
hands  a copy  of  the  said  masterly  production,  at  a date  as  early  as  may  be 
convenient  to  yourself.  Truly  yours, 

I.  S.  GEIST, 

L.  C.  OBERLIN, 

R.  K.  BOYER, 

.].  P.  McCASKEY, 

S.  G.  BOYD, 

Committee. 


Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  1 
December  14th,  1863.  ) 

Gentlemen  : I have  received  your  communication  of  the  12th  inst.,  re- 
questing a copy  of  my  Lecture  on  the  Education  of  Woman  for  publication. 
Though  not  written  for  the  press,  yet,  as  you  think  a wider  circulation  will 
tend  to  promote  the  cause  of  sound  popular  education,  I place  it  at  your 
disposal.  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

E.  V.  GERHART. 

To  Messrs.  I.  S.  Geist,  L.  C.  Oberlin,  R.  K.  Boter,  ) 

J.  P.  McCaskey,  S.  G.  Bovd,  Committee.  f 
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A correct  idea  of  the  education  of  woman  depends  upon  a 
correct  view  of  woman  herself,  and  of  her  relation  to  man.  On 
this  important  question  we  are  not  left  to  our  own  speculations, 
nor  must  we  be  satisfied  with  mere  hypothesis.  A solution  is  at 
hand.  The  simple  account  of  the  creation,  given  by  the  prince  of 
historians,  teaches  both  the  true  idea  of  mankind  in  general,  and 
the  relative  position  of  each  sex  in  particular.  We  need  go  no 
further.  When  the  sun  sends  his  radiant  glory  upon  the  earth, 
we  can  dispense  with  the  artificial  beams  of  the  lamp.  When  God 
speaks  in  unequivocal  language,  we  need  not  listen  to  the  dubious 
disquisitions  of  an  uncertain  philosophy. 

Every  human  being,  man  or  woman,  occupies  a three-fokl  fun- 
damental relation : a relation  to  self — a relation  to  the  race — and  a 
a relation  to  God.  A few  touches  of  Moses’  pencil  draw  a distinct 
outline  of  the  whole  truth  upon  the  canvas.  What  is  man  ? Man, 
subsisting  as  male  and  female,  possesses  a material  body  and  an 
immaterial  spirit,  mysteriously  united  in  one  constitution,  and  is 
bound  both  to  time  and  to  eternity.  What  is  the  relation  of  man 
to  man  ? They  are  descendants  of  a common  parentage,  inheritors 
of  a common  patrimony,  and,  as  members  of  one  family,  joined  to- 
gether by  the  unseen  but  strong  and  tender  ties  of  a common 
brotherhood.  What  is  the  relation  of  man  to  God  ? Every  mem- 
ber of  the  race — woman  no  less  than  man — is  a subject  of  His  gov- 
ernment, the  object  of  His  gracious  love,  and  possesses  faculties 
and  capacities,  every  lineament  of  which  illustrates  the  wisdom  of 
the  benignant  Creator.  Men  are  indeed  different,  and  were  in- 
tended to  be  different,  like  the  leaves  on  a branch  or  the  branches 
on  a tree.  But,  like  them,  united  by  the  texture  of  their  origin 
and  growth,  they  were  designed  to  form  but  one  beautiful  creation, 
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the  sight  of  which  should  light  up  even  the  countenance  of  God’ 
with  a smile.  “ And  God  saw  everything  that  he  had  made,  and, 
behold,  it  was  very  good.” 

This  evening  the  occasion  limits  our  attention  to  but  one  class 
of  these  truths — the  relation  of  mankiud  to  itself,  or  the  normal 
relation  of  man  and  woman,  in  order  to  determine  the  claims  of 
woman  to  proper  education. 

The  Mosaic  account  of  the  creation  must  be  our  guide.  At  the 
threshold  of  the  world  lies  the  key  that,  adapted  to  the  unseen 
windings  of  the  heart,  will  touch  and  move  all  its  mysterious 
susceptibilities.  Here  it  is:  “So  God  created  man  in, his  own 
image;  in  the  image  of  God  created  He  him;  male  and  female 
created  He  them.”  In  a few  words,  the  arch-historian  announces 
two  great  principles  that  penetrate  and  mould  the  structure  of 
humanity.  The  one  is,  that  mankind  exists  under  the  two-fold 
form  of  male  and  female.  Both  are  created  in  the  image  of  God. 
Two  flowers  grow  on  one  stalk.  Two  leaves  infold  the  same  capsule. 
Or,  I may  say,  male  and  female  are  two  arms  connected  organically 
with  the  same  body,  to  labor  together,  as  governed  by  one  will ; 
to  be  lifted  up  in  fervent  adoration  before  the  triune  Jehovah,  as 
prompted  by  a common  faith  ; and  to  foster,  nourish  and  train 
succeeding  generations,  as  upon  one  bosom  and  by  one  mind. 
Males  and  females  are  alike  self-conscious  and  self-willing  beings ; 
the  same  in  personal  worth,  personal  dignity,  and  personal  rights 
and  duties,  having  the  same  destiny  for  time  and  eternity.  Stand- 
ing together  on  the  same  green  turf  on  the  bright  morning  of  cre- 
ation, they  swayed,  jure  divino,  the  sceptre  of  royal  dominion  as 
by  one  hand,  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and 
over  every  living  thing  that  moved  upon  the  earth;*  their  hearts 
beat  in  unison  writh  the  whole  order  cf  earth  and  heaven  ; and  their 
voices,  attuned  to  the  symphonies  of  both  worlds,  accompanied 
divine  music  as  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  swept  the  strings  of  the 
universe.  But,  as  they  had  sung  together,  so  it  was  their  lot  to 
weep  together.  Both  transgressed  the  holy  law  o*f  God,  and  both 
fell  beneath  the  curse.  Led  forth  together  to  the  gate  of  Para- 
dise, they  were  commanded  to  wander  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
among  thorns  and  briars,  and  together  eat  the  bitter  fruits  of  sin 
all  their  lives. 

* Gen.  1 : 28. 
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“They  looking  back,  all  the  eastern  side  beheld 
Of  Paradise,  so  late  their  happy  seat, 

Waved  over  by  that  flaming  brand ; the  gate 
With  dreadful  faces  thronged,  and  fiery  arms  : 

Pome  natural  tears  they  dropt,  but  wiped  them  soon ; 

The  world  was  all  before  them,  where  to  choose 
Their  place  of  rest,  and  Providence  their  guide  ; 

They,  hand  in  hand,  with  wandering  steps  and  slow, 

Through  Eden  took  their  solitary  way.” 

Together  they  weep  in  sin,  and  together  they  rejoice  in  the  full- 
ness of  the  glorious  redemption  revealed  in  Christ.  Adam 
and  Eve  ate  forbidden  fruit.  Simeon  and  Anna  praise  God  in 
the  Temple  at  the  sight  of  the  salvation  of  Israel.  John  and 
Mary  meet  at  the  despised  cross  and  at  the  vacant  sepulchre. 
Alike  the  subjects  of  supernatural  grace,  Man  and  Woman  now 
stand  side  by  side  on  the  Rock  of  Ages,  pluck  the  delicious  fruit 
from  the  tree  of  life  that  overhangs  their  heads,  and,  sanctified  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  they  join  in  the  anthem  of  Michael  when  he 
touches  the  highest  note  upon  his  harp  of  gold.  Partners  in  ori- 
ginal holiness,  and  partners  in  the  first  transgression  ; partners  in 
Eden,  and  partners  in  the  valley  of  tears ; partners  in  the  sunny 
hours  of  rosy  childhood,  and  partners  amid  the  deepening  shades 
of  life’s  setting  day  ; partners  amid  the  God-avenging  waves  that 
engulphed  the  antediluvian  race,  and  partners  in  the  solitary  ark 
of  peace  that  was  tossed  upon  an  ocean  without  a shore  ; part- 
ners in  hope  at  the  nuptial  altar,  in  comfort  and  joy  around  the 
hearth-stone,  and  in  sorrow  at  the  open  grave — they  are  alike  des- 
tined either  to  be  companions  in  everlasting  night,  or  to  sit  down 
together  on  thrones  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

The  other  great  principle  set  forth  in  the  Mosaic  history  ot 
creation  is,  that  man  and  woman  are  specifically  different, 
and  designed  by  the  Creator  to  occupy  totally  distinct  spheres 
of  life.  “Male  and  female  created  He  them.'’  Humanity  is 
not  fully  actualized  in  the  person  of  a man,  neither  in  the  person 
of  a woman.  But  each  possesses  peculiar  capacities  and  qualities, 
that  constitute  what  may  be  called  a sexual  difference.  This  differ- 
ence of  the  sexes  does  not  only  pertain  to  physical  organization, 
but  just  as  really  to  their  intellectual  and  moral  being.  The  mind 
and  soul  of  a woman  differ  from  the  mind  and  soul  of  a man. 

I do  not  imply  inferiority  on  the  one  hand,  or  superiority  on  the 
other.  Difference  and  inferiority  are  not  synonymous  conceptions. 
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Difference  is  the  opposite  of  identity,  but  not  necessarily  of  equal- 
ity. Man  and  woman  are  equal  in  personal  dignity  and  worth,  in 
personal  rights  and  in  their  ultimate  destiny;  but  they  are  not 
identical.  The  intellectual  and  moral  attributes  of  both  are  not 
in  all  respects  the  same.  A man  is  not  a woman,  and  a woman  is 
not  a man.  To  maintain  entire  sameness  of  intellectual  and  moral 
character  would  cast  a reflection  upon  infinite  wisdom.  For,  were 
the  mind  of  woman  nothing  more  than  a copy  of  the  mind  of  man, 
where  were  the  necessity  or  worth  of  the  present  constitution  of 
the  human  race?  What  design  would  be  actualized  consonant 
wit  a the  compass  of  infinite  wisdom  ? To  refer  the  final  cause 
simply  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  human  race  is  alike  hostile  to  en- 
lightened reason,  to  pure  Christianity,  to  uniform  experience  and 
to  high-toned  morality.  Xo  ! the  mind  and  heart  of  either  male 
or  female  possess  tendencies  and  susceptibilities  that  presuppose 
and  demand  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  opposite  sex.  These 
differences  of  endowment  are  not  arbitrary,  or  totally  indifferent  to 
each  other ; but  they  are  congenial  and  mutually  essential.  The 
qualities  of  the  one  sex  are  the  complement  of  the  distinctive 
qualities  of  the  other. 

They  differ  physically.*  The  bones  and  muscles  of  man  are  larger 
and  stronger  than  those  of  woman.  In  the  former,  the  cerebral  and 
arterial  systems  prevail;  in  the  latter,  the  venous  and  ganglion. 
The  one  is  adapted  to  severe  labor,  and  the  endurance  of  hard- 
ships ; the  other  to  gentle  exercise. 

They  differ  mentally,  f In  woman  feeling  and  receptivity  pre- 
dominate ; in  man  the  cold  understanding  and  a determined  will. 
Woman  is  intended  to  be  highly  cultivated  and  refined.  She  ap- 
prehends truth,  distinguishes  between  right  and  wrong,  between 
propriety  and  impropriety,  as  by  an  instantaneous  act.  She  arrives 
at  correct  conclusions  by  the  native  power  of  intuition.  Man  is 
less  adapted  to  cultivation  and  refinement,  but  more  to  learning 
anu  scientific  research.  He  follows  an  intricate  process  of  syllo- 
gistic reasoning,  and  accepts  a proposition  as  true  after  he  has 
established  it  conclusively  by  proof.  Yet  the  logical  conclusion  of 
a learned  man  possesses  no  greater  value  than  the  nice  intuition  of 
a cultivated  woman. 

They  differ  in  moral  disposition  The  cardinal  virtues  of  woman 

“See  Rauch's  Psychology,  p.  60  et  seq.  f Ibid. 
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are  purity,  love  and  patience — a triplet  of  diamond  lustre  that 
radiates  a halo  of  inimitable  beauty  and  irresistible  power.  The 
intuitive  approval  of  right,  the  lively  abhorrence  of  wrong,  the  calm 
endurance  of  suffering  and  distress,  and  the  unconcpierable  attach- 
ment and  unchangeable  devotion  to  those  she  loves,  which  reign  in 
the  heart  of  a woman  of  true  Christian  cultivation,  are  the  only 
earthly  anchor  that  prevent  the  howling  storms  of  life  from  dashing 
men  upon  the  jagged  rocks  of  ruin. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  more  prominent  moral  qualities  of  man 
are  courage,  independence  and  justice.  He  is  qualified  to  main- 
tain his  ground,  by  the  strength  of  his  arm  and  the  power  of  rea- 
son ; to  protect  the  companion  of  his  bosom  ; to  enact  and  admin- 
ister laws  with  inflexible  regard  to  the  demands  of  impartial  justice, 
and  to  govern  communities,  nations  and  empires. 

Let  this  brief  delineation  of  sexual  differences  suffice  to  illustrate 
the  fact  of  mutual  intellectual  and  moral  correspondence.  These 
two  great  principles  regulate  the  constitution  of  the  race  and  mould 
the  character  of  society  ; namely,  man  and  woman  were  alike  cre- 
ated in  the  image  of  God,  yet  each  sex  possesses  qualities  and 
capacities  peculiar  to  itself.  They  are  equal,  but  not  the  same. 
They  are  different,  indeed,  but  co-ordinate.  Neither  sex  can  endure 
therefore  to  be  isolated  or  to  assume  a hostile  attitude ; but  each  one 
is  designed  to  complete  the  character  of  the  other.  “ Each  one  pos- 
sesses something  which  is  wanted  in  the  other,  and  hence  only  their 
union  forms  a complete  character.  Strength  and  courage  rest  in 
man,  mildness  and  tenderness  in  woman ; united,  these  qualities 
form  one  whole ; separated,  the  former  will  degenerate  into  rudeness 
and  ferocity,  and  the  latter  into  inconsistency  and  fickleness.  Hence 
the  one  must  be  softened  by  tender  emotions,  and  the  other  strength- 
ened by  firmness.  Again  : Cold  understanding  may  easily  become 
too  calculating,  too  arithmetical,  too  selfish,  when  not  refined  by 
generous  emotions  of  kindness  and  love.  The  timidity  of  woman, 
on  the  other  hand,  her  fearfulness,  needs  a prop  on  which  to  rest. 
The  union  of  both  in  one  is  externally  represented  by  marriage. 
Through  it  the  strength  of  man  is  rendered  mild  by  the  gentleness 
of  woman,  his  courage  is  moderated  by  her  softness  and  timidity, 
and  his  understanding  receives  tvarmth  of  feeling.  So  the  quali- 
ties of  woman  receive  their  finish  by  their  union  with  those  of  man, 
for  her  feeling  obtains  proper  nourishment  through  his  intercourse 
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with  the  world,  as  her  timidity  relies  safely  on  his  strength.  Thus, 
both  intended  for  each  other,  are  truly  what  they  ought  to  be  when 
united,  and  the  object  of  the  original  difference  between  man  and 
woman,  is  the  richest  and  closest  union  of  both.”* 

If  these  views  of  the  relative  position  of  the  two  sexes  be  correct, 
there  is  no  propriety  in  putting  such  questions  as  these  : Can 
woman  hold  as  high  a place  in  the  world  as  man  ? Can  she  exert 
an  influence  equal  to  his  ? Can  she  be  as  useful  to  society  as  he  ? 
These  aud  similar  questions,  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  social 
circle  and  in  the  newspapers,  indicate  a false  view  of  God’s  order 
of  humanity ; they  betray  both  a shallow  philosophy  and  a non- 
christian  spirit ; and  imply  an  insult  both  to  the  modesty  of  a 
cultivated  woman  and  to  the  magnanimity  of  a generous-hearted, 
intelligent  man.  As  well  might  we  discuss  the  question  : Is  the 
eye  of  more  importance  to  a perfect  body  than  the  ear  ? Or  we 
might  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  relative  value  of  the  head  and 
the  heart,  and  ask  : With  which  one  of  these  members  of  our  physi- 
cal structure  could  we  the  more  easily  dispense  ? Or  we  might 
gravely  debate  whether  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart  is  as  essen- 
tial to  the  susteutation  of  human  life  as  the  left  ventricle.  Simply 
to  put  such  questions  to  an  intelligent  mind  is  sufficient  to  expose 
their  childishness.  The  symmetrical  growth  of  a man’s  intellectual 
faculties  and  the  healthful  character  of  his  moral  influence  depend 
as  much  upon  the  power  which  the  female  mind  and  heart  exert 
upon  him,  as  the  normal  activity  of  the  brain  depends  upon  the 
vitalizing  function  of  the  heart.  It  were  as  wise  to  expect  the 
brain,  the  organ  of  consciousness  and  thought,  to  perform  its 
functions  if  the  action  of  the  heart  were  suspended,  as  to  expect 
man  to  become  a man,  and  to  live  as  a man,  if  the  influence  of 
woman  were  annihilated.  The  two  ventricles  of  the  heart  are  in- 
tegral portions  of  the  same  physical  organ  ; so  are  the  two  sexes 
but  two  parts,  mutually  essential  to  each  other’s  existence  and 
destiny,  of  the  same  divine  constitution  of  human  life.  The  full 
development  of  a well-adjusted  manly  character  is  as  really  deter- 
mined by  the  presence  and  moulding  influence  of  the  female  mind 
as  by  the  fact  of  his  birth  and  continued  existence  ; and  on  the 
other  hand,  the  complete  formation  of  a genuine  and  truly  lovely 
female  character,  is  as  really  determined  by  the  authoritative  and 
* Rfuch’s  Psychology,  p.  St. 
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transforming  influence  of  the  male  mind,  as  by  her  own  constitu- 
tion. So  necessary  and  marked  is  this  reciprocal  influence,  that 
the  want  of  it  in  certain  families  may  be  observed  in  a one-sided 
development  of  character.  If  an  only  child  be  a son,  he  is  in  danger 
of  becoming  self-willed,  overbearing  and  selfish,  because  he  has 
not  grown  up  under  the  refining  influence  of  a sister.  If  an  only 
child  be  a daughter,  she  is  in  danger  of  becoming  a reserved,  weak 
and  fickle-minded  woman,  because  she  has  not  grown  up  under  the 
exalting  influence  of  a brother.  These  effects  do  not  generally 
follow,  because  in  most  instances  there  are  counteracting  moral 
forces  at  work  that  supply  the  requisite  conditions  of  human  de- 
velopment ; yet  the  tendency — and  that  is  all  of  which  we  are 
speaking — is  in  the  direction  that  we  have  stated.  But  where  the 
sexes  sustain  their  proper  relation  to  each  other,  as  husband  and 
wife,  or  as  brother  and  sister,  other  things  being  equal,  the  most 
symmetrical  and  strongly-marked  characters  are  formed,  and  God’s 
beautiful  order  of  human  life  is  demonstrated. 

Musicians  inform  us  that  the  natural  key  of  the  female  voice  is 
the  treble,  that  of  the  male  voice,  the  base  ; there  being,  as  is  well 
known,  the  difference  of  an  octave  in  sounding  the  same  note. 
When  a choir  of  ladies  unite  in  singing  the  treble  of  a fine  tune,  the 
ear  is  regaled  with  sweet  and  melodious  sounds,  yet  every  one  feels 
that  something  is  wanting.  When  a choir  of  gentlemen  carry  the 
base  of  the  same  tune  by  themselves,  the  ear  is  awed  by  deep,  full  and 
grave  notes,  but  no  one  of  musical  taste  would  be  satisfied  with 
the  performance.  Nature,  common  sense  and  philosophy  teach  us 
the  propriety  of  combining  the  two  keys.  The  clear,  lofty  and 
enchanting  notes  of  the  female  mingling  with  the  rough,  low,  gut- 
teral  sounds  of  the  male  voice,  produce  a complete  and  delightful 
harmony  that  sends  an  indescribable  thrill  along  every  nerve. 
Each  one  defective  and  unsatisfying  by  itself,  contributes  an  essen- 
tial element  to  the  perfection  of  music.  Here  is  a fitting  illustra- 
tion. The  same  law  of  reciprocity  pervades  every  sphere  of  life. 
What  the  voice  of  woman  is  in  music,  that  her  whole  character  is 
in  society.  Everywhere,  in  every  department  of  life,  her  silent  but 
potent  influence  contributes  some  essential  elements  of  the  world’s 
order  and  condition.  The  life  of  woman  moving  along  on  a higher 
key  and  blending  her  refining  nature  gently  with  man’s,  sustains  not 
only  the  music  of  society,  but  imparts  also  the  sweetest,  richest  and 
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most  brilliant  strains.  Oman  sounds  the  key-note  of  man’s  life. 

1.  et  were  it  possible  for  her  to  grow  up  and  live  in  entire 
seclusion  from  the  society  of  men,  her  life  would  be  as  defec- 
tive as  the  music  of  Old  Hundred  would  be,  if  sung  only  on 
the  treble  key.  A community  composed  entirely  of  women 
would  indeed  be  a scene  pleasant  to  the  eye  of  man  or  of  an 
angel,  still  it  would  be  as  desolate  and  uncomfortable  as  an 
uninhabited  western  prairie,  where  pretty  flowers  bloom  and 
the  prairie  lien  spends  the  summer,  but  where  no  manufactory 
is  in  operation,  no  city  flourishes,  aud  no  Gospel  is  proclaim- 
ed. But  to  what  should  I compare  a community  of  old  bache- 
lors ? It  would  be  like  a field  of  corn-stalks  in  the  fall  of  the 
ycai,  when  the  whistling  wind  drives  along  and  makes  the  old 
leaves  rattle. 

Thus  far  we  have  endeavored  to  illustrate  the  two  great  princi- 
ples that  control  the  constitution  of  humanity,  and  are  established 
alike  by  sound  reason,  by  divine  revelation  and  the  experience  of 
the  world.  Our  main  design  has  been  to  furnish  the  true  idea  of 
female  culture,  or  rather  to  ascertain  the  conditions  which  should 
regulate  the  development  of  this  idea.  Every  system  of  education 
must  respect  and  embody  these  two  great  principles.  They  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  all  correct  training.  We  must  maintain  that 
woman  is  a human  being  in  as  true  a sense  as  man  is  ; that  she  is 
endowed  with  the  same  intellectual  faculties,  the  same  moral  and 
spiritual  susceptibilities,  and  that  she  is  an  essential,  integral  part 
of  the  divinely-established  order  of  human  life,  designed  by  every 
muscle  of  her  body  and  every  distinctive  trait  of  her  mind,  to  work 
out  the  problem  of  the  world  as  really’  as  man.  Yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  must  maintain  with  equal  decision  that  the  type  of  her 
intellect  is  specifically  different  from  that  of  man,  in  virtue  of  which 
she  is  constituted  the  complement  of  his  inner  being,  and  is  adapted 
to  a sphere  of  activity,  as  necessary  as  his,  but  not  the  same  as  his. 

From  these  general  principles  we  infer  two  things:  The  first  is, 
that  woman  has  a right  to,  and  should  receive,  a thorough  and 
complete  education. 

This  simple  position  is  very  plain  and  frequently  admitted,  but 
it  is  not  so  generally  carried  out  in  practice.  Christian  parents, 
and  Christian  communities,  are  in  this  respect  often  guilty  of  great 
inconsistencies.  Woman  is  the  bosom  companion  of  man  in  many 
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of  the  lower  and  less  important  walks  of  life,  but  not  as  commonly 
in  all  the  higher  and  more  momentous  ones.  Her  clothing  and 
jewelry  may  be  as  good  and  rich  as  man’s  ; nay,  it  may  be  more 
costly  and  splendid.  She  may  sit  down  with  him,  nay,  preside  at 
the  same  table,  and  assert  her  right  to  the  choicest  dishes.  She 
may  promenade  with  him  along  the  same  green  banks  of  beautiful 
streams ; she  may  stand  with  him  and  enjoy  a view  of  the  beauties 
of  a magnificent  landscape ; or  sit  with  him  on  the  best  seat  of  a 
silver-mounted  carriage,  and  drive  along  the  most  romantic  coun- 
try roads,  where  gentle  zephyrs  come  laden  with  the  balmy  fragrance 
of  green  fields  and  wild-flowers,  to  fan  and  refresh  the  weaiy  frame. 
She  bows  with  him  at  the  same  altar.  She  may  repair  with  him  to 
the  same  sanctuary,  listen  and  receive  the  same  precious  truths  of 
the  Gospel,  commemorate  with  him  the  sacrificial  death  for  sin  of 
the  blessed  Redeemer,  and  participate  in  all  the  blessings  vouch- 
safed by  the  Church  of  Christ. 

But  it  is  not  as  generally  conceded  that  the  standard  of  mental 
cultivation  should  be  as  high  for  woman  as  the  standard  of  pro- 
found scholarship  is  for  man.  Commonly  a few  years  suffice  to 
complete  the  education  of  the  majority  of  youug  ladies  that  prose- 
cute their  studies  beyond  English  Grammar,  Geography,  Arithme- 
tic, Reading  and  Writing.  To  commit  a few  score  French  phrases 
to  memory,  to  solve  several  problems  in  Geometry,  to  learn  some 
elementary  work  on  Natural  Philosophy,  to  acquire  some  degree 
of  familiarity  with  the  outlines  of  Universal  History,  and  to  take 
lessons  for  several  quarters  in  drawing  or  on  the  piano,  are  esteemed 
to  be  a respectable  outfit  of  intellectual  furniture  in  the  case  of  a 
large  proportion  of  young  ladies.  A few  years  must  frequently 
suffice  to  give  them  all  the  education  they  need.  For  when  a 
young  lady  attains  full  sixteen,  or  at  most  seventeen,  she  is  allowed 
to  think  that  she  is  too  old  the  live-long  day  to  pore  upon  useless 
Mathematics,  or  to  study  elaborate  works  on  natural,  mental  or 
moral  science,  or  to  apply  her  mind  closely  to  History,  Poetry  or 
to  some  other  department  of  our  advanced  Literature.  The 
tyranny  of  some  circles  of  society  demands  that  she  should  divide 
the  blooming  period  of  her  life  between  the  reading  of  newspaper 
tales,  unsubstantial  works  of  fiction,  or  yellow-covered  pamphlets, 
or  something  else  belonging  to  that  kind  of  exciting  material ; and 
then  be  ready  to  devote  many  of  her  most  precious  hours  to  cold 
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formalities,  or  to  the  public  amusements  of  the  day.  The  vices 
and  follies  of  fashion  sacrifice  many  of  the  noblest  souls  of  the 
female  sex  upon  its  bloody  altar. 

Let  me  ask,  does  woman  receive  justice  at  the  hands  of  fathers 
and  brothers  in  our  laud  ? 1 plead  for  woman's  rights.  Does  a 

year  or  two  suffice  to  lay  the  foundation  of  thorough  scholarship 
in  the  case  of  a young  man  ? No  ! Hundreds  of  fathers  are  will- 
ing to  see  their  sons  consume  from  four  to  six,  and  even  seven 
and  eight  years  of  the  joyous  period  of  buoyant  youth  at  an 
Academy  or  College  to  unfold  and  discipline  all  the  powers  of  the 
intellect,  and  if  at  twenty  or  twenty-one  they  are  fully  prepared  to 
conduct  a farm,  or  become  a partner  in  a firm,  or  to  enter  upon 
some  line  of  business  for  themselves,  or  to  commence  the  study  of 
one  of  the  professions,  they  count  themselves  happy.  But  why 
does  public  sentiment  demand  that  woman  shall  be  thoroughly 
cultivated,  splendidly  accomplished,  ready  to  enter  the  circle  of 
fashionable  life,  and  fitted  to  take  her  place  as  an  active  member 
of  community  at  the  age  of  seventeen  ? A daughter  has  as  much 
right  to  a harmonious  development  of  all  her  faculties  and  capaci- 
ties, as  a son.  A daughter  needs  as  much  time  to  become  graceful 
and  refined,  to  qualify  herself  for  her  appropriate  sphere,  as  a son. 
A girl  cannot  acquire  as  much  knowledge  in  one  year  as  a boy 
does  in  two  or  three  She  must  pass  through  a similar  process  of 
close  application  and  study.  She  can  only  advance  slowly,  taking 
up  one  branch  of  education  after  another,  progressing  step  by  step 
from  less  to  more  difficult  subjects,  just  as  he  does.  Then  let  the 
same  rights  and  privileges  be  conceded  to  the  daughters  of  our 
land  as  to  our  sons.  Let  there  be  a high  standard  of  literary 
culture  and  true  womanly  accomplishments.  Let  them  have  time 
enough  to  prosecute  a full  course  of  study.  Let  all  their  intellectual 
energies  be  drawn  out,  matured  and  disciplined.  Let  them  be 
competent  to  go  forth  and  roam  with  elastic  step  over  all  the  green 
fields  of  Literature  and  Science.  If  woman  has  been  created  in 
the  image  of  God,  let  her  whole  inner  being  be  elevated  and  mould- 
ed by  the  truth  of  God  presenting  its  rich  treasures  to  her  mind 
on  all  sides. 

We  must  distinguish,  however,  between  higher  education,  as  such, 
and  a professional  education.  The  design  in  carrying  the  female 
mind  through  all  the  departments  of  a thorough  and  complete 
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course  of  instruction,  is  the  proper  discipline  of  her  powers  and 
the  culture  of  her  being.  The  riches  of  her  spiritual  nature  must 
be  brought  out  fully.  Her  susceptible  mind  should  be  culti- 
vated variously  to  the  highest  pitch,  and  adorned  with  every  species 
of  useful  knowledge,  that  she  may  attend  man,  or  if  you  wish  it, 
guide  man,  as  an  animating,  sustaining  spirit,  in  all  the  walks  of 
higher  intellectual  and  moral  pursuits.  But  the  training  of  the 
male  sex  takes  always  more  or  less,  and  very  properly,  a profes- 
sional type.  It  looks  to  some  public  vocation  or  profession to 

agriculture — to  one  of  the  mechanic  arts — to  commerce — to  the 
profession  of  law,  or  medicine,  or  divinity,  or  to  Teaching  under 
one  or  the  other  of  its  various  forms.  Now,  in  order  to  be  emi- 
nent or  successful,  it  is  necessary  that  a man  possessing  a general 
education,  devote  his  time  and  concentrate  his  energies  upon  some 
chosen  sphere  of  activity.  At  a certain  stage  of  his  progress, 
therefore,  his  studies  and  labors  take  a turn  in  one  particular  direc- 
tion. But  the  training  of  a woman  is  in  no  sense  professional.  It  is 
in  its  nature  general ; but  should  be  so  various  and  complete  that 
she  may  be  the  honored  and  happy  wife  of  any  man  whom  she  may 
choose  to  wed.  Thus,  whilst  the  education  of  both  sexes  is  the 
same  generically,  it  is  nevertheless  also  specifically  different. 

There  are  some  that  may  object  to  an  elevated  standard  of  fe- 
male culture,  on  the  ground  that  a great  deal  of  time  is  requisite 
to  become  fully  initiated  into  the  routine  of  household  duties — a 
sphere  of  activity  for  which  woman  is  particularly  designed.  We 
reply  that  suitable  bodily  labor  is  not  incompatible  with  mental 
culture  ; nay  more,  a high  degree  of  mental  culture  is  not  possible 
if  bodily  labor  be  repudiated.  A vigorous  physical  frame  is  the 
unalterable  condition  of  a vigorous  mind.  And  a vigorous  frame 
is  the  effect  of  regular  exercise  ; and  regular  exercise  is  never  more 
agreeable,  or  healthful  or  invigorating,  than  when  a lady  devotes  a 
due  proportion  of  time  to  the  appropriate  and  ennobling  duties  of 
the  household.  The  law  of  the  physical  organism  is  the  same  for 
both  sexes.  She  cannot  contravene  the  law  of  God  with  impunity. 
Every  bone,  and  muscle,  and  sinew,  and  nerve  in  her  body  demand 
daily  suitable  activity.  Active  she  must  be,  or  she  becomes  a mis- 
erable invalid,  a pale,  feeble  caricature  of  her  sex.  One  half  the 
diseases  of  the  wealthier  classes  of  society,  whether  among  men 
or  women,  are  directly  or  indirectly  attributable  to  a species  of  vis 
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inertias.  Gentle,  regular  labor  is  nature’s  own  panacea  for  nume- 
rous ills.  Labor  is  one  of  woman’s  best  friends,  ordained  by  God 
liimself  to  be  her  constant  companion.  When  perspiration  gathers 
on  her  fair  brow,  and  courses  down  her  crimson  cheeks,  her  face  is 
as  charming  as  a fresh-blown  rose  just  washed  in  a shower.  Those 
pellucid  drops  are  a coronet  of  sparkling  gems,  that  shed  heaven’s 
own  radiance  over  every  lineament  of  woman’s  face ; that  cause 
lightning  to  flash  from  her  eye,  and  every  drop  of  blood  in  her 
veins  to  leap  for  joy. 

A finished  education  and  proper  bodily  labor  may  be  most  agree- 
ably associated.  There  is  no  collision  in  her  appropriate  sphere. 
A high  standard  of  female  culture  is  consistent  with  a knowledge 
of  every  kind  of  household  affairs.  A lady  who  knows  how  to 
bake  bread,  or  set  a table,  or  sweep  a room,  or  knit  a stocking, 
may  at  the  same  time  be  qualified  to  look  over  the  flower-covered 
earth  with  the  eye  of  a Linnmus ; or  contemplate  the  milky  way  with 
the  philosophic  ken  of  Herschel ; or  traverse  the  cycles  of  the  past 
with  Herodotus,  Rollin,  Gibbon,  Macaulay  or  Prescott ; or  revel 
among  the  Muses  along  aerial  lawns  with  Homer,  Yirgil,  Shakspeare, 
Goethe,  Schiller  or  Mrs.  Hemans ; or  to  lay  her  head,  familiar  with 
the  whole  compass  of  divine  revelation,  with  the  loving  Apostle  J ohn, 
in  profound  adoration  on  the  bosom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

It  was  a part  of  my  plan  to  dwell  at  considerable  length  upon 
the  other  important  truth  that  is  directly  deducible  from  the 
great  principles  laid  down  in  the  first  part  of  this  Lecture ; but, 
having  already  occupied  more  time  than  I had  anticipated,  I fear 
to  weary  your  patience,  and  shall  therefore  endeavor  to  dispose  of 
it  in  as  few  words  as  possible. 

Inasmuch  as  man  and  woman  have  been  alike  created  in  the  im- 
age of  God,  we  have  maintained  that  the  female  sex  is  entitled  to 
a thorough  and  finished  education.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  be 
equally  true  that  man  and  woman  are  specifically  different,  both 
physically,  mentally  and  morally,  it  follows  that  woman  should  be 
educated  with  direct  and  exclusive  reference  to  the  life  or  sphere 
of  woman.  What  is  the  design  of  female  culture  ? To  this  ques- 
tion the  only  proper  reply  is,  that  woman  may  be  a refined,  culti- 
vated, intelligent  ivoman,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word.  Nature 
and  Revelation  both  assign  her  a place  as  high,  as  noble,  as  hon- 
orable, as  influential  as  man’s  ; yet  it  is  not  the  same. 
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Here  we  may  start  the  enquiry  : What  is  her  place  ? What  is 
the  sphere  of  woman  ? An  enquiry  which  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to 
answer  ; not  because  her  sphere  is  unknown  or  indefinite,  but  be- 
cause it  blends  with  the  sphere  of  man.  The  sphere  of  activity  for 
each  is  indeed  peculiar  and  distinct,  but  the  two  are  neither  antago- 
nistic nor  separate.  This  may  be  inferred  from  the  characteristics  of 
woman  as  already  briefly  delineated  this  evening  ; for  they  clearly 
indicate  the  nature  of  her  mission.  We  might  say,  her  place  is 
within,  but  that  of  man  without ; her  place  is  at  home,  that  of  man 
abroad  ; her  place  is  in  the  family,  that  of  man  in  public  life.  The 
assertion  would  embody  substantial  truth,  but  not  the  whole  truth. 
For  man  has  a mission  at  home,  in  the  family,  in  the  inner  sanctu- 
ary, as  well  as  woman;  and  woman  makes  her  most  potent  influ- 
ence tell  iD  the  public  walks  of  life,  as  really  as  man.  Some  voca- 
tions may,  if  necessity  demand  it,  be  pursued  in  common  by  both 
sexes  ; some  belong  exclusively  to  men,  and  others  exclusively  to 
women.  Yet  the  spheres  of  their  activity  lie  the  one  within  the 
other,  and,  like  two  concentric  circles,  are  poised  upon  a single 
centre.  I do  not  know  that  I can  describe  the  sphere  of  woman 
in  a few  words  better  than  by  saying:  Let  a woman  be  a woman. 
Let  her  be  true  to  her  constitution,  true  to  the  order  of  society 
which  nature,  revelation  and  sound  common  sense  alike  inculcate. 
She  will  then  be  the  woman  whom  the  ace  requires. 

On  the  other  hand,  let  man  be  a manly  man,  true  to  his  position 
and  relations  as  established  by  the  wisdom  and  authority  of  God. 
Neither  sex  will  then  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  the  other;  for 
each  will  feel  that  it  is  essential  to  the  vitality  of  the  other.  If 
man  be  called  the  bone  and  sinew  of  society,  I say  that  woman  is 
the  heart  and  blood  of  the  system,  without  which  the  bones  would 
be  dry  and  dead.  If  man  be  a strong  tree  bending  with  delight- 
ful fruit,  woman  is  the  vitalizing  sap,  giving  beauty  to  every  leaf, 
and  delicious  richness  to  every  cluster  ; and  without  it  the  tree 
would  no  longer  be  a tree,  but  a rotting  log.  If  man  be  a bird  on 
the  wing,  woman  is  the  lambent  air  filling  the  lungs  and  pene- 
trating every  bone  and  feather ; and  without  it  the  soaring  thing 
would  lie  sprawling  in  the  mud.  If  man  be  the  hand  on  the  dial 
of  time,  forming  and  announcing  the  grand  epochs  in  the  world’s 
history,  woman  is  the  secret  main-spring  keeping  all  the  unseen 
wheels  in  regular  motion. 
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Taking  these  general  views  to  be  correct,  it  is  not  d i flicult  to 
understand  the  office  of  higher  womanly  training.  Education  does 
not  intend  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  human  constitution,  or  to  set 
aside  the  social  order  which  is  grounded  in  nature  and  clearly  in- 
culcated by  Christianity,  or  to  pervert  any  of  the  capacities  an(l 
susceptibilities  of  the  female  sex,  but  it  aims  at  evolving,  nourish- 
ing and  refining  all  that  is  peculiar  to  the  being  of  woman,  and  thus 
qualifying  her  to  fill  her  [dace  with  honor.  Education  docs  not 
design  to  transform  a woman  into  a man,  as  little  as  it  designs  to 
transform  a man  into  a woman.  A masculine  character  in  the  per- 
son uf  a woman  is  as  repulsive  to  the  feelings  of  every  sensible 
man,  as  a feminine  character  in  the  person  of  a man  is  contempti- 
ble in  the  ejes  of  every  right-minded  woman.  Woman  must  be 
educated  to  fill  the  place  of  woman,  just  as  man  must  be  educated 
to  fill  the  place  of  man.  So  soon  as  woman  would  cease  to  possess 
the  peculiar  character  of  woman,  men  would  cease  to  be  men.  For 
the  becoming  masculine  character  of  man  is  conditioned  by  the  ex- 
istence of  a truly  feminine  character  in  woman.  The  one  cannot 
exist  independently  of  the  other.  So  soon  as  a pernicious  system 
of  education  would  degrade  woman  to  a place  for  which  the  will  of 
God  has  not  designed  her,  man  too  would  sink  to  a position  be- 
neath the  dignity  of  a man.  The  divinely-constituted  equipoise 
would  be  destroyed.  The  beautiful  harmony  of  life  would  be  con- 
verted into  most  painful  discord.  The  world  would  contain  neither 
women  nor  men,  but  be  filled  with  a species  of  biped  for  which 
neither  time  nor  eternity  could  find  a name. 

fn  order  to  attain  this  great  end  of  female  culture  it  is  by  no 
means  necessary  to  subject  her  mind  to  a kind  of  training,  or  to  a 
course  of  study,  that  is  essentially  different  from  what  is  commonly 
adopted  in  the  education  of  boys  or  young  men.  In  virtue  of  the 
plastic  power  inherent  in  human  life,  each  sex,  although  the  course 
of  study  pursued  by  both  is  in  the  main  the  same,  will  unfold  a 
character  corresponding  at  all  points  to  its  peculiar  type.  The 
same  principle  is  actually  at  work  in  all  the  lower  spheres  of  organ- 
ized nature.  The  tall  pine  and  the  spreading  oak  are  often  found 
growing  side  by  side  along  the  same  mountain  side,  nourished  and 
sustained  by  the  same  soil.  A grain  of  corn  and  a bean  are  planted 
in  the  same  garden  ; the  same  showers  fall  on  both  ; the  same  sun 
sheds  light  ou  both  ; and  the  gardener  bestows  the  same  kind  and 
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degree  of  -eaTe  on  both;  jet,  in  virtue  of  tiie  formative  law  of 
its  life,  each  seed  produces  a stalk  corresponding  to  its  own  type. 
A boy  and  a girl  nestle  in  the  same  affectionate  mother’s  bosom. 
The  soft,  melodious  notes  of  a mother’s  voice  fall  alike  on  the  ears 
of  her  son  and  on  those  of  her  daughter.  The  one  grows  up  under 
the  influence  of  her  tuition  a noisy,  rude  boy,  driving  his  hoop  or 
flying  his  kite;  whilst  the  other,  accustomed  to  the  same  sweet  in- 
tonations, becomes  a gentle,  retiring  girl,  delighting  to  sit  by  her 
mother’s  side  and  ply  her  needle,  or  play  with  her  doll.  The  stern 
and  commanding  sound  of  a father’s  voice  does  not  contravene  or 
neutralize  the  influence  of  a mother.  It  unites  in  producing  the 
same  result.  His  daughter  is  no  less  gentle  or  affectionate,  be- 
cause his  demeanor  is  decided  and  authoritative.  His  son  is  no 
more  disposed  to  rudeness  or  noise,  and  no  less  kind  or  obedient 
to  his  mother.  Like  the  rays  of  the  sun,  that  produce  various 
effects  corresponding  to  the  various  properties  of  the  objects  upon, 
which  they  fall ; so  the  influence  of  each  parent,  acting  on  the  sus- 
ceptibilities of  a child,  develops  the  natural  character  of  a boy  in 
a boy,  and  the  natural  character  of  a girl  in  a girl 

This  law  operates  in  the  sphere  of  education.  The  study  of 
Mathematics,  of  the  Natural  Sciences  or  of  the  Languages,  is  just 
as  well  adapted  to  form  the  genuine  character  of  a woman,  as  they 
are  to  unfold  and  discipline  the  intellectual  powers  of  man.  Let 
your  daughter  study  Algebra  and  Geometry  : she  may  even  ad- 
vance as  far  as  Differential  and  Integral  Calculus;  you  need  not 
fear,  if  she  has  the  heart  of  a woman,  that  she  will  in  con- 
sequence become  as  cold  as  an  eld  bachelor,  or  as  calculating  as  a 
broker.  Let  her  master  the  most  complete  works  on  the  Natural 
Sciences,  on  Mechanics,  Optics,  Astronomy  or  Geology;  let  her 
grapple  with  profound  authors  on  the  philosophy  of  the  mind  or  of 
morals;  or  let  her  accompany  Aristotle  in  his  intricate  discussion, 
of  syllogistic  formulas ; she  will  have  the  heart  and  the  mind  of  a 
woman  still.  The  plastic  power  peculiar  to  female  life,  modifies 
the  effect  of  ail  branches  of  study ; no  matter  what  department  of 
the  wide  domain  of  truth  is  surveyed,  the  female  mind  instinctively 
apropriates  the  very  nutriment  that  the  sex  demands,  and  a genu- 
ine womanly  character  is  developed. 

To  develop  a genuine  female  character,  however,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  base  a course  of  education  upon  a correct  general 
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view  of  human  life,  of  the  relation  of  the  sexes,  am?  of  (he  proper 
vocation  of  wontaA.  Such  a correct  general  view  gives  a distinc- 
tive animns  or  spirit  to  education,  on  whiclf  depends  infinitely 
more,  so  far  as  general  culture  is  concerned,  than  upon  any  partic- 
ular branches  of  study  which  may  be  pursued.  For  the  same 
studies  may  be  pursued  from  a true  point  of  observation,  or  from  n> 
false  one,  and  be  governed  accordingly  by  a true  or  false  spirit; 
producing,  in  the  one  case,  a true  womanly  character,  and  in  the- 
other,  nothing  but  a caricature.  Hence  my  first  design  has  been- 
to  nnfoTd  from  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  creation  a trne  idea  of 
the  normal  relation  of  man  and  woman.  Haled  by  this  idenr 
a thorough  course  of  education  will  he  conformable  to  the  moral 
instincts  of  onr  being.  Xatnre,  untrammelled  by  any  false  notions, 
will  develop  itself  freely,  fully,  distinctively.  Therefore  nourish 
and  guard  nature  aright  and  she  will  do  her  own  work.  The  little 
cherry  tree  in  the  garden  grows  np  straight  of  itself;  only  take 
care  that  the  wind,  or  some  mischievous  boy  does  not  bend  it.  If,, 
after  it  has  grown  np  and  become  a large  tree,  it  has  an  unseemly 
crook  in  its  trunk,  that  will  be  a mark  to  show,  not  that  nature  lias- 
played  a freak,  but  that  the  law  of  nature  has  been  violated.  So- 
is  an  unlovely,  unwomanly  character  produced,  not  so  much  by- 
natural  constitution  as  by  a false,  unchristian  system  of  education.. 
Let  the  voice  of  sound  reason  be  heard  ; let  the  experience  of  the 
past  be  understood  and  appreciated  ; let  the  great  and  precious 
truths  of  Christianity  be  carefully  inculcated  ; and  then,  subjected 
to  a thorough  and  complete  course  of  training,  each  sex  will  actu- 
alize the  design  of  its  creation.  The  life  of  man  and  woman,  blend- 
ing sweetly  in  blooming  youth,  harmonizing  through  all  the  succes- 
sive stages  of  advancing  years,  as  well  as  in  decrepid  old  age,  like 
the  music  of  David’s  harp,  will  be  an  anthem  of  praise  to  Almighty 
God. 


